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[ live in peace and harmony, their interests |
eing in the main identical,
| Always, however, there is the real
| danger that a progressive Governor may
actually declare for the local option
|legislation and thereby set on foot a
| movement *vhich neitherthe Legislature
nor the advocates of the legislation at
Albany could stop. Several years ago,
| for example, Governor HUGHES sent for
the Hon. ALFRED R. PAGE and requested
him to introduce such a bill. While
| Senator PAGE whs hunting for a valid
excuse there was genuine consternation
in the Legislature. Fortunately Sena-
| tor PAGE found his excuse and the peril
was averted. We presume the present
belief at. Albany is that direct nomina-
itions will absorb all the Governor's
attention this year. On this belief the
expectation that the usual order will
be followed is doubtless predicated. As
usual, however, the introduction of the
local option measure starts the humorous
aspect of the session.

Their Glory Departed.

The conversion of a “navigable river”
by act of Congress into a body of water
that is forever removed from the notice
of the Rivers and Harbors Committee
and therefore bids good-by for all time

Not Cured Yet.

4

We had hoped, everybody has hoped

p has seen for so long a time the need
f & capable opposition party, that the
emocracy might be discharged as
d and take again adignified and an
ptive part in public affairs. Several
b8, for some of which the Republi-
80 party is not responsible, seemed

be preparing for Democratic reinte-
pation, possibly for Democratic vie-
. Inthe Republican party are some
iscontents and sharp divisions, honest
fferences of opinioh, self-seeking am-
ns. The tariff has to be justified in
time when every citizen is grumbling
his bills and aching to kick anybody
t can be heid responsible for them.
® is a necessary conflict between
old, orderly, lawful ways of admin-
tion and the cracked, impatient
limentalities and violences of Roose-
There was ground for encour-
pnt to the Democratic party. There
reason for sober and intelligent
to win for it the long withheld
idence of the country,
‘What does the Democratic party do?
a matter affecting a Cabinet officer
il the reputation of the United States;
A amatter of great public policy affect-
génerations to come, the Democrats
House have shown a spirit that
ald have disgraced the most ignorant
p and Free Silver Club that ever
At d defiance” from the darkest nook
. of the Ozarks in the Bryaniac plague of
' 1898. RATNEY and JAMES: these were the
- statesmen, broad minded, judicious, fair,
| whom the House Democrats selected for
public duty.
i What can men of sense think of a
FPparty so bitter, so narrow, so wanting
. the upper story? They can only tap
- thei heads pityingly and wait until the

» works,
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Local Option Legislation.

i Now that the Hon. EDGAR TR s
" BRACKETT has introduced hi. ....ud
% loeal option measure the work at Al-
; may be said to have begun. The
thing that will happen before the

rs leave for their vacation will
. be the defeat of this bill. For this Mr.
2 is already prepared. Enough
. members will be told off to vote aye to
" give the impression of a long fought,
. narrowly divided issue. The size of the
. majority is all that is to be deridnd.[
* This for variety's sake is changed from |
L Yyear to year. i
. The progress of liquor reform legisla- |
. tion to the defeat agreed npon at the |
L opening session is always interesting and |
' sometimes rises to dramatic dignity. |
* ¥rom year to vear the duty of killing it |
[ i8 carefully apportionad beiween the |
L' two houses; one vear the Senate passes |
L it and the Assembiv is recalcitrant; the |

: ‘yeform and the Acsembly becomes hope-
.- lessly a prey to evil forces. One year, (
', however, g0 the Albany records show, |

L the Assembly forgot ite cue. Tt was the |
| Yoar when loca! option was to be passed |
i 'ﬂ!he Assembly. and yet on final roll eall

‘it did not pase.  The votes were lacking.

g ‘,'lu late 8. Frrp NixoN, then Speaker, i
' gent the Sergeant-at-arms across the |
| street to SHEFDY s, a famous saloon now l
*vanished. Here were found and haled |

. enough members to save the day. Vir-
. tye triumphed, the Assembly passed the |
| Iocal option bill. Tn accordance with the
¢ agreement it periched in the Senate.
& Last year there was an even more
L merious break in the proceedings. The
: was doomed to death in the Senate
funeral wreaths of oratorv had been
- . when suddenly the Hon. Ep-
' AR TRUMAN BREACKETT rose in his place
.M “moved the bill” precisely as if it
i were one he actually desired to press.
y there was general disorder,
_ The thing was incomprehensible, foreign
_ to the rules for the orderiv procedure
| of business. Suddenly the Republican
" Jeaders in some odd fashion dircoy.
. gred that the Brackett hill providing
£ #or the salvation of Saratoga at the
: expense had not yet heen passed,
* Then theyv saw the light of a new in-

the Senate has the glory of the | . g
| purposes in the public interest.

to appropriations to deepen its channel

{and remove its snags is 8o unwonted an
| oceurrence that when three rivers in
i Missouri were struck off the “ navigable”

list in one day (Wednesday) there must
have been wonder and dismay in the
House of Representatives,

The rivers that thus fall from their
high estate and can never hear the
siren of a steamboat or be taken into
an inland waterway system were all in
northwestern Missouri: One Hundred
and Two River (“Why, are there 102
navigable streams in Missouri?” ex-
claimed the Hon. CHAMP CLARK face-
tiously), Nodaway River and Big Tarkio
River. They are all in the Fourth dis-
trict, that of Representative CHARLES
F. BooHER., The case of One Hundred
and Two is the case of all. Mr. KEIFER
of Ohio wanted to know why their glory
was to be taken from them and what'
was to become of the title to the bed of
these streams. Of Two Hundred and
Two Mr. BOOHER, who had swum in it as
a boy and fished in it with a bent pin, no
doubt had played truant to do so and
been corrected behind the woodshed,
made this report:

“ This river in the summer time, in dry weather,
Is practically a dry stream. You can cross it
almost anywhere. Occasionally there is a hole
so deep you cannet. 1 have lived near it for
forty years, and | know you cannot navigate |t
with an ordinary rowboat in June, July. August
and September in aay yzar, and you cannot at
any other season, except when there Is s0 much
water that the bottom lands are overflowed.
There is no possibllity of this river ever being
used for the purposes of navigation.”

A Government engineer lately re-
ported with appropriate gravity: *“No
commerce or navigation is known to
exist. In my opinion, the stream is not
navigated commercially, nor is any com-
merce desired.” This report was re-
quired because One Hundred and Two
appears on the maps of the War Depart-
ment as a “navigable river,” which it
never has been since the dawn of time,
All over this land there are streams
officiallv recorde’ 1 “novigable” that
e @ Jias, mp@awling places 1or catfish and
suckers, affording random swimming
holes for “Tom Sawyers” in the rainy
season and trails for cattle in the sum-
mer time. We doubt not that some of
them have received appropriations for
conversion into navigable waters, or

'somebody has received the appropri-

ation. Having official standing as “nav-
igable rivers” they can, until exposed,
look “watchdogs of the Treasury” out of
countenance,

If One Hundred and Two, Big Tarkio
and Nodaway are to cease to mas-
querade as highways of commerce on
the Government map they will make up

lin usefulness what they have lost in

distinction; being crookedr and narrow
@as Mr. BOOHER testifies), they overflow
quickly after sudden rains and destroy
i the husbandman’s crops, and the State
wants control of them for drainage
Their
beds have always belonged to the State.
The bills converting these streams into
their proper character were passed
without a dissenting vote. Thus the
'country will have an example of irri-
gation that costs the Federal treasury
nothing. It is worth recording.

We are likely to hear again of the
transformation of “navigable rivers”
into systems of far flowing fertdizing

!'M from their half finished liquor idlk“ No more the Bl‘ Tarkio will

resound to the splash and cries of the
swimmers; the day of tHe universal
truck farm has come,

Tartarin in the Papyrus Grass. |

No American home can be truly proud
or happy that does not have on its walls
or its tables. or its mantles or over its
beds the glorious picture of still-strenu-
ous life called “Mr. ROOSEVELT and
Buffalo Cow Shot by Him, Showing the
Danger and Difficulty of Buffalo Hunt-
ing When Your Game May Be Only Five
Yards Away.” Where danger and dif-
ficulty are, there js TARTARIN. The
buffalo cow, looking singularly like an
ass —as indeed she must have felt in her
last momentsif she isdead for other than
camera purposes, lies on one side, the
head jutting up, one mighty nostril
visible and much of the ample mouth,

k- spiration, the Brackett bill for Saratoga
f aavanced and no further interruption
| wasoffered to the death of local option

Istheeve closed or is there awink? Tagm.
TARIN the grim rests his right leg, much
wrinkled as to apparent overalls, on the

i . Every year there has come to the Capi- | neck. TARTARIN holds in his right
¢ ol a considerable and earnest body of | hand his fatal rifle—what the natives
¢ paid agitators whose purpose is to con- | term n-Misum. The butt presses into
vince the legislators of the merits of | the sides of the slain monster. TAR-
i, the local option legislation. They take 1ARIN'S left hand is partly in his over-
" quarters, not too inexpensive. at local alls pocket, but significantly near the
[ hotels. Their comings and goings over | pouch. “Devil of the marshes, Jack
. the State break for them the monot-! Johnson of the swamps, horn fgrehead,
b ony of too complete confinement at swallower of lions, masticator of leop-
. Albany. Sometimes. by way of jest, | ards, art thou asleep? Dost thou feign,
¢ or In temporary anger at some profes- | hein? Dare not wake, TARTARIN has
' slonal criticism, the legislators threaten | other bullets for thee!”

! t0 pass the legislation advocated hyl Only the cow and the cow killer; be-
3y missionaries. Instantly there is!hind the impenetrable papyrus forest,
. @ gharp decline in the bitterness of the | a jungle of reeds, a wilderness of white
sampaign forthemeasure. Thecomple- | cotton dusters. In comparison the

all the South.

Tell us of the buffalo, TARTARIN, be-
fore thou takest thy foot from that
dreadful corse:

“ It is an enormously powerful beast with, in
this country, a coat of black hair, which becomes
thin in the old bulls, and massive horns which rise
into great bosses at the base.”

He is very dangerous, is he not, this
accursed (Satané) animal of thine?

“ Under certaln circumstances, buffalo, in ad-
divon to showing themselves e xceedingly danger-
ous opponents when wounded by hunters, become
trucuient and (nclined to take the offensive them-
selves, There are places In East Africa where, as
regards at least certain herds, this seems (o be the
case: and in Uganda the buffaio have caused such
loss of life and such damage o the native planta-
tions that they are now ranked as vermin and not
as game and their killing is encoursged in every
possible way. The list of white hunters that bave
been Lilled by buffalo is very long and includes a
number of men of note, while accidents o aatives
are of constant occurrence.”

But say, then, TARTARIN, a herd of
these beasts, hast thou ever encount-
ered it?

“We fired. Both the leading bulls were hit, and
at the shot® there rose from the grass not half a
dozen buflalo, but seventy or ¢ighty, and started
at a gallop paraliel to the swamp and across our
froat. In the rear were a number of cows and
calves aud I at once singied out a cow and fired.
She plunged forward at the shot and turned
toward the swamp, going siowly and dead lame,
for my buliet had struck the shoulder and had
goue into the cavity of the chest. But at this
moment our attention was distracted from the
wounded cow by the conguct of the berd, which,
beaded by the wounded bulls, turned in a Quarter
circle toward us and drew up in a phalanx facing
us with oytstretched heads. It was not a nlce
country in which 10 be charged by the berd, and
for a moment things trembled in the balance,
There was a percepiible motion of uncasloess
among some of our followers. 'Stand steady!
Don't run! ' 1 called out.”

A black and white eagle screams
“Ha, ha!" from the blasted pine tree.
Monkeys are turning handsprings from
tall mahogo trees. Kongoni and zebra
stream by, hundreds and hundreds of
them. *“I was interested,” suys TAR-
TARIN with the simplicity of greatness,
“to see that many of the Kongoni ran
with their mouths open.” The symbol-
ism of this attitude—the Kongoni are
ordinarily as close mouthed as MOLTKE
—the beautiful, courteous act of saluta-
tion and allegiance, escaped the hunter.
The whydah cockfinches even give a
dande in his honor. Kavirono cranes
fiy by “with mournful musical clangor,”
remembering the buffalo bull that has
just been tartarinized: “With a soft-
nosed bullet from my heavy Holland 1
knocked him down.”

TARTARIN kills two or three half
grown pigs and a good boar. Zebras
innumerable bark viciously at him. We
leave him just as he is lecturing a drove
of warthogs on a sure cure for warts.
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A Vain Hope. f

Of the accuracy of the repoit that the 1'
Hon. TiMOTHY LESTER WOODRUFF in- |
tends to decline a renomination as State |
chairman we confess ourselves to be
utterly sceptical. On the face of the
thing it contradicts and controverts all
that is possible in the record of the pres-
ent head of the Republican party in this
State. Who, Montauk to Lake Erie
now or in the thirty years sincé the
Brooklyn statesman first began accept-
ing, has known him to decline anything,
to resign from anything, to let go of
anything that once lay within the firm
grasp of his chubby hand?

Resignation, after all, is foreign to
the whole nature of the Hon. TiyOTHY.
Brooklyn, New York city, the whole
State is no less resigned in the pres-
ence of WOODRUFF than is this eminent
leader himself reconciled to the aban-
donment of any possession of bénefit,
real or imaginary, to himself. We do
not think he will resign. We can im-
agine the dissolution of the Republican
party. We can see in fancy the abo-
lition of State commitiee and State
machine. But when both are gone,
when all that is left of the anciently
dominant party is a few uncompleted
investigations, a few charges still un-
refuted and a complete casualty list, we
still expect to see the Hon. TIMOTHY LEs-
TER WOODRUFPF, the Casabianca of the
Republican craft, unmoved, unshaken,
above all unresigned.

Not even the general applause that a
reluctant public at last be towed upon
the Hon. HERBERT PiRs NS for his
single genuine civic service will ever
in our judgment shake the Hon. Tim.

‘eak wills may flee and strong wills
break, but so long as india rubber has
a virtue of its own the Brooklyn states-
man will persist. If self-respect, ap-
preciation of the demands of public
decency and party interest could reach
him, he would have departed years ago.
Now nothing can happen to him more
humiliating, more belittling than what
has gone before and left him still un-
changed. Surely the future can have
no reason more potent than the past for
his withdrawal, and still he has 1

Even the generosity of the ::zdhu
limits; it is not wise to minimize a great
gift by a prompt demand for a greater.
Hence we think it wiser to rejoice over
Parsons than to indulge in vain hopes
about WOODRUFF.

The Lighthouse Service.

Congress will be wise to move very
gingerly in the proposed transfer of
the lighthouse service from military to
civilian control. A bill having that end
in view has been introduced by Mr,
MANN of Illinois, and it has been warmly
suggested and presumably will be as
warmly recommended by those “higher
up.” Nevertheless it is well to consider
some points that seem to have been over-
looked by the advocates and authors of
the projected transformation. i

The lighthouse service was organized
in 1842, It has been operated eveér since
under strictly military control, and it
has been operated at a minimum of cost
and a maximum of efficiency. For one
thing, the spirit of true civil service re-
form has always prevailed in its coun.
cils. No political considerations have
ever entered into the choice of subordi-
nates, nor has favoritism or influence
ever for one moment prevailed for the
retention of an official once found in-
competent or neglectful. The .mixed

n of the work udcht.luvethenolunplacmty sporadic papyrus of the Sicilian
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Ypions unemployed, In general, howom‘!Ampo looks like a pappus of one poor | constitution of the governing body, the:
 legislators and advocates of local option | little dandelion among all the cotton ol"bonrd. has kept alive its energy and

precision, while the purely military
quality of the body has perpetuated its
even and impartial temper. The mem-
bership of the lighthouse Board changes
constantly so far as regards mere per-
sonnel, but its inspiration is continu-
ously patriotic. The naval officers and
the army engineers who direct and
administer the service are constantly
changed. They come and go, one set
succesds another; but the ruling spirit,
the methads and the standards are
always military, and the result is a
discipline, a simplicity and a cohesion
which for more than & generation have
expressed themsslves in achievement as
nearly perfect as is possible in human
things: Wedo not belisve that anywhere
under Government is a gsxvice of ev®n
approximate importance conducted with
such precision and economy.

Now it is proposed to eliminate the
army and navy officers and to substi-
tute officials taken from private life.
The change would add largely to the ex-
penses of the Government, for the army
and navy officers who would be replaced
are already paid by the Government in
their respective branches and therefore
add nothing to the cost of the service.
That, however, under this wealthy and
prodigal Government is not worth men-
tioning. The quéstion is that of the
continued efficiency of the lighthouse
service under the new arrangement.
Everybody understands that stupendous
interests and cares are involved. We
have a stormy and at many points a
dangerous coast, thousands of miles in
extent. Millions of merchandise and
hundreds of lives depend*from day to
day upon the absolute efficiency of the
lighthouse establishment, and so far
practically no disasters have been trace-
able to any lack of solicitude or breach
of discipline on its part. . And now we
are asked to break away from a system
which has given us safety and protec-
tion and deliver ourselves to agencies
both new and questionable!

The old time lighthouse board has few
friends among the politicians. It has
yielded nothing to political assertion.
We may well ask ourselves whether
there is nothing left for commerce and
the public generally.

Representative CARTER Grass of Vir-
ginia maintains that the law under which
statues of eminent men are placed in the
hall in Washington provided by Congress
“does not contemplate public parade or
ceremony.” Senator BEvEnipor of Indi-
ana does not agree with him. Mr. Bever-
IDGE has introduced a resolution provid-
ing for the printing of 15,000 copies of the
proceedings in Congress with reference to
the acoceptance of the statue of General
LEw WALLACE presented by the State of
Indiana. Mr. BrvEmInGE as the heavy-
weight orator of the oocasion is concerned
about the distribution of as many copies
as he can frank.

Nobody kmows just what is wrong with the
Republican party. but the tendency is as usual to
blame it all 1o TiM WOODRUPP. - Albany .\rgus.

Well, why not? He must serve some
purpose.

A woman suing fot divorce in Baltimore
gave the following example of her hus-
band's intolerable conduot:

" Why, he went to sieep right while Senator
RAYNER was speaking. | was listenlng, 80 stirred
with enthusiasm that 1 could scarotly keep my
seat, and | turned W my husband expecting, of
course, that he too was thrilled with eanthuslasm
at that fine Democratic speech, and there he was
sound asieep'”

The husband was svidently accustomed
to Mr. RayNer's periodic sentences and
familiar with his stock of metaphors.

As the British election progresses the
parties continue to run néck and neck,
apart from the Nationalist constituencies,
and in the later pollings the Unionists have
been gaining slightly. It looks now as if,
barring accidents, Mr. ASQUITH'S major;
ity would depend wholly on the Irish mem-
bers, and that some of them may even be
needed to make up for a winority in the
rest of Great Britain. Instead of prepar
ing to discipline the House of Lords he
may be considering whether it is worth
while to continue in office, with the pros-
pect of being foreed to keep his promises
régarding home rule.

Tt eiigns the o1t Of MY, PARSONS a6 [ender

fnstrumentality of Mr. Pa
10 deleat Governor HUGHES were frustrated. -
Albany despatch tn the New York Ttmes.

Rubbish!

The Lingering British Eléctions.

To tan Eprron oF TRE SON—5ir; The ex
tenided period of the eléctions of Great britain
and Ireland, lasting ten dAys or more, requires
explanation. A candidate cAn seek election In
any part of the country. and If rejected In one
place he can setk election in agother. If it were
not for this provision the Parllamentsof the past
would have lost some 0f thélr gréatest stateamen.

In one election Mr. Giadetone was rejectod at
Oxford. but he was tely returned for
Greenwich. In the next ke was defeated
at Greenwich but he obtalned & t &t Edinburgh.
At the last slectiom, i 1908, Arthur Ralfour was
defeated at Manchester, but he obtained & seat In
London. Winston Spencer Churchiil was defeated
ata bye election in Northwest Manchester, but Dun-
deé being vacant he obtainéd consoiation there. 11
s distinguished statedman 6r & Oablnet Minister
fails to be elected, thén when Partidment assem-
bles the member for some “Safe” copstituency
“accepts the Chiltern Hundréeds.” and thus makes
room for the desirable member. By the statutes
of the House no member resign his séat, 8o the
obsolete sinecure of the “ tern Hundreds” Is
Kept In existence, and when & member acoep
that “oMee” he must résign ipso facto. H.

New YORK, January 21,

\ uh mm o'.u
To Tas Epiror or THE SoN~Sir. If "E. H.
H.” of Hoboken will consuls his dictiosary he
will find “charge” thus défned: “Anyihing com-
mitted 1o another's oustody, care, oonoern or
management.” Henod If It is corrdet 10 say “In
sustody of” or “in care of,” Wy 20t “in charge
of"? Hoboken, for instasce, is in charge of o
keeper (a Mayor) or ought to be.
New Yomrx, January 2.

Spare That Tree!
From the Washington Star.
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| by a viewless courier of the wind from

THE DENVER PLATFORM.

To TRE EpiTor or TR SuN-—-Sir: It is
to be expected that a viewless message

the Peerless One, wherever he may be
in Central or South America. will soon
come here giving his commands regard-
ing the execution in Congress of the
Denver platform. The unsuccessful can- |
didate at’ Denver is naturally as supreme |
over that platform as is the suocessful |
candidate over that of Chicago. Mr. |
Champ Clark in the House and Mr. Money
in the Senate are on that theory the official
expositors of Mr. Bryan's behests.

One of the burning questionings in|
Congress now concerns amendments of
the anti-trust law. It is not the regula-
tion of transportation and railways among
the States, but of interstate sales and pur-
chases and of individuals acsing separ-
ately or associated in partnerships or in
corporations under State laws. The
Republicans are rallying to get their
Chicago platform formulated in legisla-
tion, and the Bryan minority in Congrees
will rally before long, it is to be conjec-
tured, under the lead of Mr. Clark and
Mr. Money to interpose in opposition the |
Denver ideas. Here they are:

A private monopoly is Indefensible and intoler
able. We therefore favor the vigorous enforce-
ment of the criminal law against gullty trust
maguates and ofMelals and demand the enact-
ment of such additional legisiation as may be
necessary to make it Impossible for a private
monopoly to exist in the United States,

Among the additional remedies we specify |
three: 0Orst, a law preventing a duplication of )
directors among competing corporations; second,
8 license system which will, without abridging |
the right of each State to create corporations |
or its right to regulate as it will forelgn corpora- !
tlons doing business within its limits, make it
necessary for a manufacturing or trading corpo-
ration engaged In Interstate commerce 10 uLe'
out a Federal license before il shall be permitted
to control as much as 25 per ceni. o the product
in which it deals, a license to protect the public
from watered stock and o prohibit the control |
by such corporation of more than 30 per cent. of |
the total amount of any product consumed in |
the United States. and third. a law compelling
such licensed corporations to sell to all purchasers
In all parts of the country on the same terms after |
making due allowance for costol transporiation.

How will the Peerless One formulate |
those ideas in a statute’ The Denver
platform declared that ite framers believe |
with Jefferson in “the support of the State |
Governments in all their rights, as the
most competent administration for our |
domestic concerns and the surest bulwark |
against anti-republican tendencies.” Are.
Nebraska, Missouri and Mississippi, the
homes of Bryan. Champ Clark and Money, l
to solicit Congress for a license to enable
the industrial corporations of their States |
to sell or exchange their products across |
State lines? Fven the illustrious Feder- |
alist John Marshall, whose political opin- |
ions Jefferson disliked so much, declared |
as Chief Justice when speaking for the |
whole bench that “the Constitution does
not confer the right of intercourse between |
State and State. The right derives its|

source from those laws whose authority |

is acknowledged by civilized men through- |
out the world. This is true. The Consti- |
tution found it an existing right and gave
to Congress the power to regulate it.” |

Such is the law of our land till changed |
by an amendment of the Constitution, |

There is doulg, on first reading, whether !
that Denver plank was not by the assem-
bled Jeffersonians addressed solely to the
State Legislatures and not at all to Con-
gress. The Peerleas One should know,
and he will, it is quite likely, instruct
Mr. Champ Clark and Mr, Money.

Perhaps the triumvirate will permit a
personal and practical illustration.

The newspaper, the Commoner, widely
circulated from Lincoln, Neb., in several
States, may be sold across the boundary
line of the State by the Pcerloss One as |
an individual or by a partnership or by a
corporation. It matters not which. Itis
interstate in its circulation, although pro-
duced in Nebraska under the sanction of
its law. It presumably “controls as much
as 25 per cent. of the product in which it
deals.” It may or may not control “more
than 50 per cent. of the total amount of
any product consumed in the United
States.” None but the Peerless knows
what that sentence means.

However thatmay be, are Messrs. Bryan,
Clark and Money and all the Jeffersonians
in Congress to insist that the publishers of
the Commoner must apply for a Federal
license and consent to have its financial
affairs inspected and regulated in Wash-
ington by the national bureau of corpora-
tions before the newspaper can be sold
across State linee? Are the directors of
that journal and its dividends to be regu-
lated by Congress?

Probably the learned Jeffersonian tri-
umvirate will be permitted by the Peer-
less to concede that Congress can reg-
ulate the crossing of State lines by the
journal of Bryanism, the terms of the sale
thereof, and can punish its managers if
the sale is tainted by a contract, combina-
tion or conspiracy, to restrain trade or
commerce; but will they concede that he
or his partnership or his Commoner cor-
poration is an “instrumentality” of “com-
merce among the States” that C
can regulate by compelling it to take a
Federal license or in any way unless its
aocts are unlawful?

There is a lot of curiosity hereabouts
to hear Mr. Champ Clark and Mr. Money,
as exponents of the Peerless, vindicate
the proposition of the Denver platform
that Congress can regulate the “watered
stock,” the finances and financial solvency
of the owners of a Nebraska concern pro-
ducing a thing sold across the ho
line of Nebraska, and that the State of
Nebraska is not an Jeffersonian theories
supreme over such affairs.

Probably every one concedes that when
and where the interstate commerce rec-
ognized by the Constitution exists there
are no SBtates nor State lines, but one

consolidated empire. Curiosity is there-
fore great to hear what the Bryan Jeffer-
sonlans will say that the Legislatures ol!
the States will have to do when Congmnl
has an exclusive jurisdietion over the '
money affairs of every person or company !
doing an interstate business. AGaPE
WasHiNaToN, D. C., January 21.

Opposite the Parker House.

To TRE EDITOR OF TRE SUN ~SIr:  Ata meeting
of the Board of Aldermen of Bosion the other day
an order was offered o provide for (wenty-four
Janlwors employed In the City Hall, that the
new law turns loose. twenty-four of them!'
Sullering cate! Why. that's enough to keep Madi-
son Square Garden In order during the Horse

Show. This matter was lald on the table, but it
;mcm 1o be brought to the attention of the Grand
ury.
The Mayor-elect is busy preparing hisinaugural
address, which no doubt will be a dream. He
mAy favor a subway to Mars. Who can tell?
The Fitz régime begins February 7 and the rush
for jobs will be worse than for the last car from
Coney lsland on a Saturdsy night on the Smiw
street line. E.F. B
BOSTON, January 21.

In Seridner's Magasine tor February Mr. Roose-
velt bunts the African buffalo, Mr. H. T. Finek
describes the Pacific coast, Mr. W. H. Poster
describes rallroad lite. Mr. Royal Cortissoz writes
an appreciation of the late Fredeéric Remington,
and Mrs. Fdith Wharton one of the Iate George
Cabot Lodge. lumlem Maurice Hewlet

THE NEGRO.

in n State of Transition, He Descrves
Imtelligent Sympathy.

To rRE Epitor or TR Sun—=8ir: [ have
rend with interest the letters published in
Tae SvN of January 14 and of Janusry 10
concerning the ambitions and hopes of the
negro in this country. In that book to which
one of your correspondents refers, “The
Story of the Negro,” by Booker T. Wash-
ington, it is pointed out that in this country
from the time that Columbus discovered
the western world until Peary discovered
the north pole the black man has been
always and everywhere the white man's
faithful companion and helper. During
most of that time he has been the white
man's dog. he has lived, worked and sui-
fered with him, and through it all he has
received the dog’'s share of the good and
the ill that beflell.

Now at length, after this iong period of
subordination, we are asking this dog to be
& man; we are insisting with some impa-
tience that the black man show indepen-
dence, self-respect and racial pride. Isa't
this,_to say the least, a little sudden?

1¥5¢ strange under all the circumstances
that this new people, suddenly ushered into
all the responsibilities and perplexities of
this modern civilization of ours, should not
always succeed in bearing itself wisely and
with dignity?

The position of the negreo in this country
is nowhere settled. Everything in his
world seems to be in & state of transition.
One effect has been to make the negro, par-
ticularly in the Northern States, abnor-
mally self-conscious. This seif-conscious-
ness, which has been further intensified
by public criticism, aiways candid if not
elways kind, has (requently manifested
itself in actions that sometimes looked
like servility and sometimes like hnpu-
dence, but which meant only that the negro
had not found himself.

In the diffloult situation in which he fMads
himself it seems to me that the negro should
have the same consideration that Henry
. Merwin in the Atlantic Monthiy so elo-
quently and persuasively asks for the dog
—pot pity nor charity, but sympathy and
understanding.

The question is sometimes asked whether
the negro s potentially the equal of the
white man. For myself 1 confess | do not
know. _In fact that is a question that never

interested me greatly. Of one thing, how- |

ever, | do feel fairly certain. If the negro
under the trying circumstances in which
he now lives.shall succeed in gaining that
moral poi-, that will enable him to face
prejudice With calmness and self-respect
and meet criticism as Booker Washington
does and as all negroes of course should,
fairly and without resentment; if, in short,
the negro succeeds, as conditions seem to
demand that he should, in showing s
cient breadth of sympathy to understand
the white man’s point of view while still
retaining his own, then whatever else the
negro may be I take off my hat to him. He
will have reached a height of moral heroism
no white man can hope to attain.
E Ronery E. PARK.
WorLAsTON, Mass., January 2).

His Ultimate Destiny .

To TaE EpiTor oF THE BUN ~Sir’ In THE
SUN of January 19 there appeared a letter
in which narrowness of view was con-
spicuous, Speaking of “that color,” the
author asserts “to me it means above all
either snobbish servility, or impudent
boldness. These are the things that
the negro must comquer.” A whole race
is assured of a glorious future if forsooth
it will only rid itself of certain qualities
which it does not possess, though the writer
has seen fit to ascribe them to it.

Further perusal of the letter discovers
the statement that “as soon as he (the negro)
is too proud to push himself forward,
then we shall respect and help him.” The
negro during his two hundred and forty
years of servitude did not push himself
forward, vyet who will say that his condi-
tion at the end of that period was such as
Lo jusiify furither self-effacement?

A few words will dispose of the argument

{ that “there are other races, black, red and

vellow, whom we respect.” Respect for
the black man of whatever race is conspicu-
ously non-existent. In the case of the red
man this “respect” is exhibited in his deten-
tion on reservations. The yellow man gets
his “respect” if he is within our borders in
the shape of a denial of the privileges of
citizenship. If he is not, the gates are
double barred against him. The negro will
not find his ultimate destiny apart from
the destiny of that nation of which he is a
portion. James Epwanp HAgrris.
BROOKLYN, January 21.

SAVED AND HAPPY.

The Seeker of Buckwheat Cakes Thanks
and Blesses His Preservers.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—SIr: Never can
1 thank you sufficiently for printing my query
about buckwheat cakes, sor the many mem-
bers of THE SUN'S family for answerlng: | have
had them! This very morning | have had them!
And my heart is enlarged. The cares of the
coming day seem trivial. As | look Into the
future, now bright with promise, a glorious vista
streiches before my enchanted sight—a vista of
mornings in January, and mornings in Febru
ary, and mornings in March, all sublimsted and
brilllant with hope, and cakes.

Last evening my wife and I, and the cook.
and about us the chblidren and the chaufleur
and the mald and also a guest or two. repalred
10 the kitchen, and there having assembied the
various materials we put them together ac-
cording to the best recipe of all those printed in
yeslerday morning's SUN and set the earthen-
ware jug on the back of the siove to rise. It
irked me much that I bad no broken nosed pitcher,
but my wife had carelessly loaned the only one
on our shelves for use at a “soclable” in our
nelghborhood church, and it never came back.

This morniag as | woke the feeling came over
me that this was 10 be a great day, a day of days.
At frst 1 could not remember why It should
be thus, and was half through shaving before
it came 10 me. Them we all hurried down
10 breakfast. The cook has a very pretwy way
with the griddie, and the buckwheats came on
crisp and fine and perfect.

God biess the man who invented buckwheat
cakes! So sald Sancho Panga, and so say |. As
1 ate the first oake the present faded and all my
troubles were gone. Oh, for the neck of a girafle!

Doubuess with many persons the days will go
on about the same. Men will lunch and women
will shop. Sparrows and automoblles will stil}
infest the sirects. The snow will come and Bill
Edwards will clear It away. Let them go! Let
preachers preach and grafters graft. To me
it Is naught. To-merrow morning | shall have
buckwheat cakes again.

No LoNomr ANx1OUS.

New Yomrx, January 21.

The Pancake Pitcler.

To TRE FDITOR OF THE SUN-Sir: Big families
used to have a brown earthern pitcher that held
three or four quarts, with a cover and a long round
tube. The pitcher was always spoken of as
“the pancake pitcher ™ AUNT BECCA.

Foxpa, January 21,

—
Chance for a Golden Thumb.

To TME EDITOR OF THR SON—Sir: To make
good bugkwheat cakes 1t Is absolutely essential
that the buckwheat four should be fresh ground.
O1d flour always makes sticky, tasteless cakes.
“Prepared” flours, composed of a mixture of buck-
wheat, wheat and rice flours and corn meal, are
an abomination. Some enterprising miller can
make a fortune by supplying striedly fresh grouad
pure buckwheat flour. AGRICOLA,

NEw YORK, January 20,

Voting the Blind in Beston.
From the Borton Record.

Fred Wheeler, the well known blind man. is
angry. and he has reason to be. He entered the
voting booth in & precinet in Ward 8, where he s
entitled to vote, and annoumoed to one of the war-
dens that he wanted to vote for Nat Taylor. He
was led to a stall and told, “Put your mark here,”
and his hand was guided. Whea the returns eame
In Wheeler was rather pus out to find thas there
was not a single vote for Taylor recorded from
that precinet.

Upon Gibeon, .
Joshua bad just made the sun stand sl
"llrw wife wanted me to climb iato evening

his comforiable

dress,” he

explained .
Heyewith he joyfully compared
armor 1o the walter rig.

Rl i

|

|
|
]

l
!

Plenty of Work for Men of Iftellizcnee
and Imagination.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN~Sir. Undor
the headline “Hard Times on the Coast”
print this morning a letter from W. \
Hendrick dated San Francisco, telling o
his failure to get work. Doubtiess he 110
hard and h tly, and qQ ty te s
bitter, but his letter taken by Itsell is haio/,
fair. A short time ago I was In the tlires
cities named, San Francisco, Portland ang
Seattle, and they were all Bourishing, |,
each, however, there was a pmall bady of
men unintelligently seeking & job. There
was plenty of work to do but they did 1
know how to find it. If each had wsir i
out for himself in any direction he coylq ¢
hardly have gone ten miles without heiig
practionlly shanghaied and made to go 1o
work, but instead he walked the streets

The West has no patience with men who
have their occupation picked out before
they arrive. It expects each to have (.
telligence and Imagination enough to see
what he can best do after he arrives and go
out and do it. Even to-day men of in.
telligence, r-mnr to find work, take (o the
mountains and live the land, and nope
t#n ever starved. Half Oregon  and

ashington were «ettled that way. |he
history of almost any backwoods settien en
began with some wayfarer who liked (he
place, cleared himself a home and setile]

own.

The golden opportunities Mr. Hendrick
sneers at are there for those who know how
to go and take what they want. As to the
man who goés around from store to store
expecting somehody elﬁo to make a place
for him and carve out hia fortune for him
he bad better stay in East, where there
are more jobs Lo ;

RoBERT RorLyoy

New YOoRrk, January 20.
RISING PRICES.

Effcct of Depreciation in the Relative \Value
of Geold.

To THE ED1TOR OF THE SBUN—8ir: |he
editorial article “A Puzzle in Supply and
Demand” in THE SUN of January 10 is in.
teresting in the facts and conditions set forth
May not the “rising prices” be explained by
the depreciation in the relative value of gold
as a commodity as compared with others
and therefore as a standard of value, which |,
it is claimed by some economists has heen
taking place in the last ten years owing to
ity increasing and unusual output?

If it is true, as has been claimed by good
authorities, that the relative supply of
gold as compared with the average supplv
of many other useful commodities, cvon.
sidered not with reference to any one coun-
try but the world over, has of liself caused
a decrease of 40 r cent. in its relative
value in the last ten years, ought we not
to expect results similar to those which were
produced by drpmhlloa in the relative
valne of silver in the preceding ten years,
more intense, perhaps, use the effects
tk:n were somewhat relieved by the ract
that gold, which was the predominafing
standard of value as between the t wo metals
was maintai at a very nearly constan'
relative supply” If I am correct such a de-
ease of 40 per cent in the valne of gold
dollars would account for an increase in the
cost of Iivig' of 88 per cent. in dollars esti-
mated at their present value.

et us not pnt all the “cuss” on “trusts.”
“tariff,” “rates” and “graft™ let us make
some place in our calculations for the legii-
imate operation of economic laws. It wonld
seem & hopeless task to attempt to heat
them any n‘pl length of t by legislation,
May we not hope for more henefits in trying
to meet them in other ways?

FreEp V. MATTHREWS,

PortTLAND, Me., January 19.

MOLL PITCHER.

Irish, but te Make Doubly Sure She Mar
- ried an irishman,

To TRE EDITOR OF THE SON -Sir: | notied In
THE SUN that Professor Faust in his “Germaa
Element in the United States” claims that Molly
Pitcher, the heroine of the Revolution, was
German.

That Molly Pitcher was Irish, sll [rish and noth
ing but Irish, was well known throughout thearmy
at that time, as was the fact that her husband’s
name was not Hess but the distinctively Irish
name of John Hayes, a fagl w0 be proved in the
records.

James Haltigan. who was for thirly years in
the bureau of statistics at \Washington. shows in
his book “The Irish in the American Nevolution™
that Molly Pitcher was Irish. JORN SRERAY.

BROOKLYN, January 21,

¥,

Wireless on Ships.

The Secietary of Commerce and Labor reports
that of 282 steamships which carried steerage
passengers o and from the linited States under
the passenger aci of 1582 during the (rst half
of 1909 143 were equipped with wireless instalia-
tions. The vessels so0 equipped were as a rule
the largest and best in the trade and togethey
carry on each trip about 174.000 of
whom 147,000 are steersge pas« \gers. The L@
steamships not equipped carry Lbout 6,000 cabin
and 55,000 steerage passengers.

In our coastwise passenger trade of ocean siear:
ers carrying Afty passengers or more over routes

\

of 200 miles or more, 97. with a capacity of 32,000 «

passengers, were equipped with wireless, walle 70,
with a capacity of 18,000, were not so equipped
Through the efforts of the Navy Department. 17»
War Department and private enterprise the con |

of the mainland of the United Siates and even o'
Alaska, Hawall, Porto Rico and the Panama Canal
Zone are now so provided with vireless shore sta

tions thal a vessel at sea almost anywhere with n
300 mlles ¢! the shore can communicate with the
land as well a‘n usually with other vessels,

in Defence of Man.

To TRE EDITOR OF TRE SUN-—Sir:  In view of
the formation by the Cooperative Equal Suffraze
Teague of & school vigllance committes o pro
mote the cause of equal pay for male and female i
teachers, allow me to suggest to you and 1o ;o
readers one argument agaimst thelr cause which
seems not y et 1o have heen urged

The law already diseriminates agains' male
leachers by imposing on them under heav) penal-
ties the support of wives, “children and aged
parents. lJemale teachers doubtiess in some
instances maintain their poorer relatives, bit
they malntain them voluntarily: they woull not
be sent to prison for not doing so. If under free
industrial competition male and female teachers
actually were receiving the same salaries, the
law, which lays these burdens on the male, might
well Interfere to make his salary the higher '

The women advocating equal pay are sisn
advocating equal suifrage. But political equalit.
without civie equality would obviously redice
the male population to a state of slavery: and !
is expressly as a means toward the inereass of
clvic inequality that peolitical eguality is seugh!

BALTIMORE, January 20. AWNWomN -

A Cimcinpati Critic.

To YRE EDITOR OF THE Suv—Sir. [ have read
In THr Sux to-day that a Deputy Tax Commis
sioner received $100 for reducing an sssessmcot
of $43,000, | can hardly believe it possible. Thiak
of it, reducing an assessment of $810 (at the rale
of $1.80 for $100 : a paltry $100

Why. in St. Louis or Cincinnat!, where | assessed
for forty years. If a man did such a thing for sueh
& price he would be tarred and feathered by bis
sssociates in ofMce. W » cheap John! | hope
for the fair fame of New York the accused w!'l
prove his innocence. Cut rates are disgracelu
in any city. CINCINAATL

New Yonx. January 19,

“Dixje.”

To Tas EDITOR OF THE Sow—Sir. Beng »
native of the South I should like to advise the
Northern readers of TS SUN that the “Pelleas
who gave his opinion of “Dixie” in yesterday*
SUN 1s not what we Sall a l0ysl Southerner.

Out of every hundred people iz the South and
many other places besides) ninety-nine will “itve
and die” for “Disle.” SoUTHERNER

Ganoy CITY, January 19.

A Jab at the Wicked Retaller.
To TRE EDITOR OF TEP SUN—Sir: Another
jong empty wallabout the cost onan.
I vefer to “Salary Earner's” letter (n to day's

NEw Yomrx, January 10.

Woman Mafl Carrfer'y Walking Becord.
From the London Standard. '
Mrs. Youlden of Maridon will shoytly cplebrats
e of Wwenty-five years service asle!
umzmn--a-:wwg
D ot Socas et T Spegd of ¢
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